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Shelter Cove Family, God has been so incredibly good to us!

24 years ago, Shelter Cove began as a handful of people meeting in a barn for 
worship and God’s Word together. Fast forward to today, and while the place and 
people have changed over the years, what stays the same is our Mission & Vision of 
Reaching and Raising Authentic Followers of Christ, that everyONE would know Him. 

In pursuing all that God has for His ministry at Shelter Cove, we are about to 
embark on an incredible journey of faith that will require us to go and grow 
BEYOND what we can see or imagine, trusting God to do what only He can….

In the pages that follow, we celebrate our church’s history, look at where we are 
now, and prepare for what’s coming next. The sermon series guide at the end 
was specifically designed to accompany our 6-week BEYOND series, helping 
you dig deeper into the series content and examine what it looks like for you to 
go beyond your current level of engagement in God’s ministry at Shelter Cove. 
You’ll want to keep this with your Bible so you have it for notes each weekend, 
as well as for your personal time of study and reflection throughout the week. 

First and foremost, my prayer is that you approach this season 
openly, desiring to know and understand God’s heart for you at this 
time, with every person intentionally choosing to join the effort.

Second, my prayer is that you will be challenged and moved as you 
meditate on all that God’s Word has to say to you each week. I pray that 
you wouldn’t simply acknowledge the Holy Spirit but that you would be 
moved to action. We can pray and seek and ask God to do a work within us, 
but we must be willing to follow through. Commit today to seeking God 
and taking practical steps in your walk with Him as He is faithful to lead. 

Finally, wherever you are in your time and involvement at Shelter Cove, I’m thankful 
that you are here with us in this season. God is moving! Not only are more people 
coming to church than ever before, but more people are personally investing in 
their spiritual lives and the discipleship of others than ever before. It’s incredible! 
And as I look at all that we experienced as a church in 2024, all I can think is that 
this is just the beginning of what He has in store for His ministry at Shelter Cove. 

Shelter Cove, this is an exciting time for our church and I can’t wait to hear 
how God works in and through your life as we boldly pursue Him together, 
confidently believing He will do more than we could ever ask or imagine as we 
look BEYOND ourselves to the next part of a story He began writing 24 years ago.

Looking ahead with excitement and faith,

Pastor Jeremy

05



THE VISION

That 
everyONE will 

know Him.

4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not 

leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until 

he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And 

when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, 

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who need no repentance.”

LUKE 15:4-7
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THE MISSION

REACHING 
and RAISING 
authentic 

followers of 
Jesus.

19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

MATTHEW 28:19-20
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WHAT GOD IS DOING
SPRING 2025

WE ARE BURSTING AT THE SEAMS AND WE 
ARE ASKING THE LORD, “WHAT’S NEXT?”

Continually, throughout the 24-year history of our church, 

God has shown us that there’s so much more beyond 

what we can see, whether that’s filling staff positions, 

finding selfless servants to facilitate an event, navigating 

the effects of a global pandemic, making space for 

weekend attendees, imagining creative new approaches, 

or any number of variables that factor into doing ministry.

Because God has always taken us beyond what we could see, 

we boldly step into the future with excitement and expectation 

that God will do BEYOND what we can ask or imagine.
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WEEKEND ATTENDANCE
AND SERVING

From the first weekend of 2024, we could see that God was on 

the move. People are hungry for God’s Word, packing out the 

Worship Center during 10 & 11:30AM services every Sunday. 

We’ve talked about the crunch for space in our Worship 

Center during these two particular services, and a number 

of folks have moved to other services to help make space.

We also added a second service time to Saturdays, and that 

has helped. But, the crazy thing is that no matter where 

we make space, more people are coming. It’s amazing!

Starting with a warm welcome at the door and spreading 

throughout the campus, there are 460 active volunteers who 

rotate throughout the year to make weekend services happen. 

2,452
AVERAGE 
WEEKEND 

ATTENDANCE 

460
ACTIVE 

VOLUNTEERS 
SERVING
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744 NEW GUESTS
There were 744 New Guests who attended Shelter 

Cove in 2024. This doesn’t include those who began 

attending and did not fill out a Connect Card, or 

Children newly registered in Children’s Ministry.

Every time someone is baptized at Shelter Cove, your passion for the ONEs in your life 

is evident. In those thrilling moments when the waters part and a profession of faith is 

declared, we cheer because we know that God is doing His special work in this person’s life!

GROWING AUTHENTIC 
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

388
BAPTISMS

388 people publicly declared their faith and trust 

in Jesus Christ as their Savior through baptism.
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EASTER 2024
Good Friday 2024 was a first-of-its-kind event for us. In previous years, we’ve 

held a midday service on Good Friday. This year, we held an open-house style 

event from 12-8PM, with a self-directed walk-through experience. It was a family-

friendly opportunity for everyone to meaningfully connect with the significance 

of Good Friday. 

We anticipated somewhere in the ballpark of  300-400 people, but were thrilled to have 

1,099 people who attended! It’s exciting to see this response, another indication that 

people are hungry for meaningful opportunities to grow in their relationship with God.

Easter weekend left us speechless! The steady growth in attendance 

that began at the beginning of the year was reflected Easter weekend, 

with over 4,500 people attending, and 109 Baptisms to celebrate as well.

There was a tangible feeling of celebration for the Resurrection of 

Jesus, and the way the Shelter Cove family jumped in to serve, make 

people feel welcome, and celebrate what God is doing, was so special. 

4,500+
ATTENDED EASTER 
WEEKEND IN 2024!

109
BAPTISMS DURING 
EASTER WEEKEND!
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KIDS CAMP
There were 478 children who attended Kids Camp 

in 2024, making this our highest-attended year yet.

To keep things running smoothly, 236 volunteers 

devoted themselves to a week of joy and 

chaos, and another 30+ made the magic 

happen from the Production side of things.

But the more important perspective of these numbers 

is the meaningful, gospel-centered interactions 

that Kids Camp facilitates. We have a chance to 

plant and water seeds of hope and introduce 

kids to the One Who loves them more than they 

can ever imagine. And that is a priceless blessing. 

478
KIDS IN 2024

KIDS CAMP
ATTENDANCE

14



COVE GROUPS

Cove Groups provide immeasurable value and richness for 

church families doing life together. Throughout the year, 

men and women have the opportunity to join a group and 

experience the joy of growing closer to Jesus through fellowship 

and in-depth study of God’s Word. In 2024, we had 245 people 

actively participating in one of 29 home-based groups, 

and 1,079 participating in one of our on-campus groups. 

PRAYER NIGHTS

We started doing Worship & Prayer Nights about once 

a month in 2024, with the idea that we would gather as a 

congregation, devoting a specific time to praying for our 

country, for leaders in our community, for our church, and 

for God’s ministry here at Shelter Cove. With anywhere 

from 70 to 100+ people attending each time, Worship 

& Prayer Nights have provided church family with 

a unique opportunity in a casual atmosphere to 

worship the Lord and intercede on behalf of others.

1,100+
PEOPLE ATTENDED 
GROUPS IN 2024

70-
100+

PEOPLE ATTENDED EACH 
PRAYER NIGHT
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CHRISTMAS 2024
We are always seeking God’s direction for events, and with each year we have the opportunity 

to try fresh new ideas, hone oldie-but-goodies, and move in whatever direction God is leading.

This year, we zeroed our focus entirely on the on-campus, in-building experience where people

would come to enjoy Christmas fun without sacrificing an intentional Christmas message. We are 

so thankful for the way that God orchestrated Christmas events of past years, growing our church 

family in serving and planting seeds that brought new people to join us for Christmas this year. 

We held nine Christmas Experience services leading up to Christmas Day, with over 5,400 

(adults+children) in attendance. It was incredible to see how God drew people in and moved in their 

hearts. The highest attended Christmas Experience was Christmas Eve with 858 people. 

For context, our previous highest-attended year was last Christmas (2023), where we had about 

3,600 adults and children in overall attendance. 

That growth is huge, and with no other attached holiday event to draw them in, we’re just seeing again and 

again that God is doing something big in our community. He is stirring hearts, and using you to reach your ONEs.

5,400+
PEOPLE ATTENDED OUR 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN 

2024!
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Darren and Kassi Van Vliet’s story is one of generational of faith. 

 

Their connection to Shelter Cove is one that began with 

family roots planted long ago. Darren attended the Barn as 

a youth with his family. It would be some time, however, 

before Darren’s roots at Shelter Cove would become his own. 

 

In 2009 Darren married his High School sweetheart, Kassi, 

and together they navigated the joys and difficulties that 

come with beginning a marriage, nurturing a family, making 

home and job transitions, and establishing their family 

unit. They attended a local church on weekends while 

Kassi was involved with Women’s Thursday morning Bible 

studies at Shelter Cove. Through it all, Darren and Kassi were 

committed to building their family foundation on Jesus 

Christ, raising their children to know and love the Lord. 

 

Over time, Darren’s family history at the Barn and Kassi’s weekly 

interactions with Shelter Cove Staff and volunteers “who truly 

cared for and loved our family” began to feel “not like a huge 

moment of realization, but more a steady pull to Shelter Cove”. In 

the Fall of 2015, they made the decision that Shelter Cove would 

be their church home. A legacy of generational faith that began 

with seeds planted years earlier at the Barn, then took root and 

began to grow deeply for this next generation at Shelter Cove. 

For Kassi, “to see Darren be part of Shelter Cove’s beginning and 

now being fully here and seeing our kids here, is just awesome.”

The Van Vliets’ Kingdom mindset is intertwined with their 

all-in engagement at Shelter Cove. Darren is involved in 

Youth Ministry, Kassi is part of the Weekend Worship team, 

and the older kids serve as opportunities arise. The kids 

being “loved and cared for, continually poured into by Staff 

and learning each week” and Darren and Kassi experiencing 

the impact of caring Ministry leaders makes investing their 

family’s time and resources to support God’s ministry at 

Shelter Cove not only worth it, but worth sharing. Kassi says, 

“We love that our kids feel like it’s so easy to invite people 

to go to church...our son tells everyone about Shelter Cove!” 

Looking ahead at what’s next for Shelter Cove, Darren and Kassi 

are 100% engaged in the Beyond initiative. Not only are they 

“excited for more space that will allow for fewer services and 

how that will bring church family closer together” as a result. 

They firmly believe that Beyond is “not about a fancy building, 

it’s for space…for more people to hear about Jesus”. This is the 

heartbeat of Shelter Cove–that everyONE would know Jesus. 

If you’re on the fence about jumping in, the Van Vliets’  

encouragement is this: “God always shows up, He always 

provides in ways we aren’t looking and it’s worth the sacrifice 

and investment to see how God provides through all of it…

Just be consistent and faithful, even in the fluctuations of life.” 

DARREN & KASSI VAN VLIET'S STORY
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MANNY & ASHLIE BARAJAS' STORY
After being part of a church for over 10 years, Manny and 

Ashlie Barajas felt God calling them to a different place. 

Searching and trying out other churches can be intimidating 

but Manny and Ashlie knew that where they settled 

needed to be where God wanted them. So after prayerful 

consideration and trying multiple churches, they both just 

knew Shelter Cove was where God led them. They knew 

quickly that Shelter Cove was where they wanted to invest 

their time, talents, and resources, and where their children 

would continue to grow in their relationship with God. 

For Manny and Ashlie, serving is second nature. Actively serving 

in Children’s Ministry and First Impressions, their genuinely kind 

and welcoming personalities are a blessing to all. Additionally, 

Manny can often be found helping with set-up, tear-down, and 

anything in between for our Events, and when Kids Camp rolls 

around, Ashlie can be found leading a pod full of Littles. They 

serve as a couple in The Loft, and there’s no doubt that their 

love for people makes an impact on the community there. 

Choosing to give financially is something they are intentional 

about and while it isn’t always easy, it has been part of their 

growth as followers of Jesus. “Shelter Cove is our church. 

We give from a place of obedience and trust, believing 

that they are good stewards of our giving. The impact it’s 

making in our church, surrounding cities and worldwide, is 

evident.” Manny recognizes that sometimes the challenge of 

giving comes “when the budget is tight, when we live out 

of fear, or lack of perspective”. But when we give generously 

back to God, He uses our gifts to further His Kingdom 

and provides in ways beyond what we could imagine. 

We love Manny and Ashlie’s excitement for the future of 

Shelter Cove and their commitment to “give faithfully and 

consistently.” They are full steam ahead in their vision for 

serving and staying involved during this upcoming season—

and seeing what it will look like for their kids to get involved, 

too! What an awesome testament to their hearts for the Lord 

and the people He wants to bring to church in the days ahead. 

As we look to the next steps for Shelter Cove, the Barajas family 

encourages each of us to “pray and seek God’s guidance”. Theirs 

is a testament of God’s faithfulness from the beginning as they 

prayed and sought His guidance in finding a church home 

years ago, their spiritual growth as they invested time and 

resources along the way. Our prayer is that all who call Shelter 

Cove their church home will have the same excitement and 

100% engagement in God’s plan for the future of Shelter Cove. 

Manny and Ashlie’s story is one of seeking God’s will, asking 

Him to do what only He can, and trusting His faithfulness. 

We believe it is a story which will be echoed in the stories 

of many others in the coming season as we step forward in 

unity, asking God to do beyond what we can ask or imagine. 
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Our Mission and Vision are focused on reaching and raising 

followers of Jesus Christ, that everyone would know and 

follow Him. We believe that is an important perspective 

for believers both personally and as a church body. 

We’re excited to see what doors God opens in the future. We’d 

love for you to experience the impact of serving on a mission trip! 

Your generosity to Shelter Cove makes an eternal impact as God 

uses our church family’s time, effort, and resources to spread 

the hope and love of Jesus through partnership with individuals 

and groups whom God has called to serve in full-time missions. 

 These people share our passion for seeing the lost come to 

know Jesus and are specially equipped to serve and share 

the gospel with their target groups. At times, we can partner 

practically by sending a team or engaging in a hands-on 

project, but our overall partnership through prayer and 

financial support allows these ministries and missionaries to 

focus 100% of their effort on the work God has called them to. 

In 2024, more than 70 people of all ages, backgrounds, 

experiences, and abilities, participated in global Missions

 with Shelter Cove. 

OUTREACH & PARTNERSHIPS
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A team traveled to serve at Agape International 

Missions (AIM) in Cambodia, engaging in practical 

ministry efforts as well as encouraging the staff who 

work tirelessly in the effort to end human trafficking. 

 We also had 3 teams travel at different times to Mexico, 

working in partnership with the Youth With A Mission 

(YWAM) Homes of Hope program to construct homes 

for people without adequate living conditions in the 

community. One team was made up of our High School 

Ministry youth and leaders, and the other two teams 

were made up of Shelter Cove individuals and families. 

LOCAL PARTNERS

San Joaquin Sheriff’s Department 

Chaplaincy

Child Evangelism Fellowship

Church in The Park

City Ministry Network

Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Modesto Gospel Mission

Modesto Pregnancy Center

Standing Stone

Without Permission

Youth For Christ

GLOBAL PARTNERS

Agape Children’s Ministry

Agape International Missions 

REACH Global

Global Support International

World Link Ministries

YWAM

3
MISSIONS TRIPS

TO MEXICO

1
MISSIONS TRIP
TO CAMBODIA

70+
MISSIONARIES FROM 

SHELTER COVE
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THE FUTURE...
SO, WHAT'S NEXT?

2025 & BEYOND
In a united effort we pursue the next step for 

Shelter Cove by expanding our campus capacity, 

local ministry, and global missions impact. We 

will look BEYOND ourselves individually and 

BEYOND ourselves as a church, asking God to 

work His will in ways that only He can. 
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BEYOND GOALS

We believe that God is calling each person BEYOND where they are now, to intentionally seek and 

prioritize Him in every area of life and grow daily as His followers. To this end, our Primary goal for 

this next season is 100% Engagement from you, our Shelter Cove church family.

Our Secondary goal for this season is to raise sufficient capital to allow us to go forward as God 

continues to expand His ministry here. 

Go Forward: $7.7 million
To Go Forward, $7.7 Million will cover the ministry operating budget for two years as we pursue 

our Mission & Vision. 

Go Outward: $300,000
From there, we Go Outward with $300,000 dedicated to furthering local and global missions. 

Go Beyond: $7 million
And finally, we Go Beyond as a church family when we are united in our purpose to reach people 

far from God. Practically speaking, this requires $7 million to build a much-needed new Worship 

Center and renovate existing facilities to create room for our continually-growing church family. 

PRIMARY GOAL

100% 
ENGAGEMENT

SECONDARY GOAL

$15 MILLION
OVER 2 YEARS
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ONE FUND
What is a “One Fund”

The BEYOND initiative will last two years, from April 2025 to April 2027. In those two 

years, every gift given to Shelter Cove will help us reach our goals. We’ve included a 

sample Commitment Card so you can see how a “One Fund” initiative works over a two-

year period. Use this Card as a template to fill out, or as a visual reminder to seek God’s 

direction for your giving. Then, we will provide you with a new one on Commitment 

Weekend when we all place our commitments before the Lord and ask Him to use our 

gifts to do above and beyond what we could imagine. 

This is a sample of what the 2-Year Commitment Card looks like.

24



TWO-YEAR GIFT CHART
Please take the time to seek God’s direction for your giving. As you pray and discern how 

God would ask you to give during this time, use this Gift chart as a discipleship tool. The 

Gift chart illustrates a breakdown of collective, sacrificial gifts to achieve the common 

goal. Let this chart be something that inspires you toward greater generosity for Christ’s 

Kingdom as we seek to give it all for Him. 

25



GIVING DISCIPLESHIP JOURNEY

At Shelter Cove, we joyfully and faithfully give back to God! We know each person’s Journey 

of Generosity looks different because each of us is at a different place in our growth as 

a financial supporter of God’s ministry here. There are five main mileposts in the Giving 

Discipleship Journey. Whichever milepost you are closest to, each person’s gifts to God are 

stewarded with the same humble appreciation and recognition of God’s generous grace 

toward us. 

Initial
(Matthew 7:24)

An Initial Giver is someone who decides to give for the first time, out of a 

response to God’s Word about giving. This is someone who decides to 

give something and trust God and the leaders of the Church with this 

gift.   They experience the initial joy of putting Jesus’ words into action.

Consistent
(2 Corinthians 8:7)

A Consistent Giver is someone who decides to give something and to give it on a consistent basis 

to exercise the discipline of giving as a disciple of Jesus. Often, someone who decides to make their 

gift an online recurring gift will be someone who is learning the joy of consistency. Non-online 

givers can be consistent givers as well of course; it just requires more discipline. They experience 

the joy of excelling in this grace of giving.
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Priority
(Matthew 6:19-24 and Colossians 1:15-20)
A Priority Giver is someone who understands the pre-eminence of Christ and that He is before all 

things – that all things were created by Him, for Him, through Him, and to Him. This giver places such 

a significant priority on their giving that it drives their spending and their saving, as opposed to their 

spending and saving driving their giving. They experience the freedom of serving “one master” and 

declaring Jesus is first.

Surrendered
(Ephesians 5:1-2)
A Surrendered Giver is someone who recognizes that Chris surrendered His whole self for us, 

and therefore we desire to surrender our whole selves to Him, in love. This giver would say, 

“My giving is not just changing my spending and saving. It’s also changing me!” They also 

look at what they’re not giving away and ask, “Is it surrendered too?” This informs how they 

use everything they’ve been blessed and entrusted with – whether that be through direct 

monetary giving or through a God-honoring use of an existing resource (i.e. honoring God 

with the use of your home, etc.).

Eternal
(1 Timothy 6:6-19)
An Eternal Giver is someone who sees the eternal impact 

of their giving – on them and on others – not just the 

immediate programs and ministries it helps accomplish.     

     This giver has been captivated by the knowledge than         

                  the more they are led to “do good, to be generous 

                        and ready to share,” the more they “take hold 

                                of that which is truly life.”  This encourages 

                                        them to keep growing! They make all 

                                                decisions (big purchases, savings, 

                                                        giving, relationships, areas of 

                                                        service) in light off how it will         

                                                              affect their eternal impact.
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WHERE TO START

Show Up
Make plans to Worship with the Shelter Cove

family every week during the series. 

Get in a Group
God never intended for His people to walk through life alone, and Cove 

Groups offer incredible value to believers as they navigate life, take 

steps of faith, and seek growth in their relationship with God.

 

Pray Persistently
Pray that God will work in the hearts of people at Shelter Cove and that 

we will listen with the intent to respond. Pray this now, pray this daily. 

Pray this not only for others, but for yourself also.

Commit Fully
Be part of the 100% engagement by saying

YES and encouraging others to do the same. 

Celebrate Loudly
God is going to do amazing things in your life during this season! Share 

His handiwork enthusiastically with those around you. We’d love to hear 

what God is doing in and through you as you pursue Him relentlessly in 

this unique time. 

 
Give Generously

Live and give in a way that takes your faith to a whole new level. You can 

never out-give God, and this season is a unique opportunity to see Him 

work in ways that you couldn’t have imagined.

28



20 Now to Him who is able 

to do far more abundantly 

BEYOND all that we ask 

or think, according to 

the power that works 

within us, 21 to Him be 

the glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus to all 

generationsforever and 

ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21
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FAQs
I'm New to Shelter Cove. Am I a part of this initiative?

Going BEYOND is about the vision for our church and our personal discipleship in giving as followers 

of Jesus. We believe that the local church is one of the most compelling missions to give towards, and 

we would really love for you to make us your home and join us in going BEYOND. If you are ready for 

it, this is a perfect time for you to put a stake in the ground and make this your church! We want you 

to join in on this journey of living out the mission God has for us as a church, and you as a believer.

What are you asking me to do? 

First and foremost, we are asking you to pray and seek God’s guidance on what He is asking of you. 

Prepare your heart to hear Him, and then listen to what He says. Our goal is 100% engagement–that 

means you are fully committed to the Mission & Vision of Shelter Cove and are asking God to take you 

beyond what you can imagine in your relationship with Him as you committedly seek His Word and will. 

If you haven’t already, join a Cove Group. Talk with your family about what it means for you to engage in Jesus’ 

mission more fully. We are asking that we ALL make a sacrificial commitment through our generosity as we reach 

together to fulfill God’s mission and vision for us. We are asking that our level of faith and obedience do 

not stay the same – because God is not done with us yet. Finally, we are asking that you prepare yourself 

to be amazed at what God is going to do! It is an awesome God that we serve. He is moving in huge 

ways, and we anticipate an unprecedented impact from our collective commitments. Please mark your 

calendar for our Commitment Weekend on April 5th & 6th, and prepare to experience a life-changing 

worship service that will forever be remembered as a defining moment for our church and for our own faith.

What if I am in debt right now, or I don't have a job? Am I still 

supposed to give? 

We believe that God calls us to action in times of hardship just as much as He does in times of abundance. This 
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 looks different for every person. BEYOND is about a heart surrender and trusting the leading of the Holy Spirit in your 

life – something that is only accomplished by seeking the Lord and responding to His call and His Word. That may 

mean that you are challenged to sell things, pick up odd jobs, or even to trust God in faith by making a commitment 

that you don’t quite know how to fulfill right now but that you believe God will provide for as you seek for ways to 

sacrifice and work towards that commitment. We would love for 100% of us to be a part of BEYOND so that we can 

all support, love, encourage, and pray for one another through this spiritually-stretching season at Shelter Cove.

Is this giving more than my regular tithes and offerings?

During this two-year period, every contribution to God through BEYOND is a contribution to our generosity 

initiative. This means that everything from our General Ministry budget to our Kingdom Impact events, 

our mission work locally and globally, and our campus expansion projects will all be funded through the 

BEYOND initiative. So every single dollar given within the next two years will fuel this life-changing mission. 

Are there additional ways besides cash that I can GO BEYOND 

in my giving?

Be creative as you explore ways you and your family can give towards the BEYOND campaign. You might have 

some stocks, property, or even some stored resources that God has blessed you with in the past that He just 

might be calling you to give out of during this time. Please contact our Finance Manager, Jessi Holzman, at (209) 

567-3200  if you have questions about non-cash generosity, and we would be happy to help you give in this way.

How long is my commitment? 

We are asking that everyone make a two-year commitment, which is 24 months of giving. The fulfillment period for your 

commitment will begin with our BEYOND Commitment Weekend on April 5th & 6th, 2025, and will culminate in April 2027.

Who do I contact if I have questions not answered here? 

Please feel free to reach out to our Church Offices at (209) 567-3200 and our awesome Front Desk volunteers will 

help you get connected with someone who can help answer your BEYOND campaign questions.
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SERIES GUIDE
Week 1 -  BEYOND Today.

Week 2 - BEYOND Tomorrow.

Week 3 - BEYOND Limits.

Week 4 - BEYOND Us.

Week 5 - BEYOND Me.

Week 6 - BEYOND Everything.

For each week, there is a Sermon Notes page and 

corresponding Discussion Questions for individual or small 

group study. We encourage you to commit to investing 

time each day in prayer and Scripture study, asking God to 

lead and grow your faith and trust in Him like never before.  

 

God's Word is given to us so that we would read and respond, 

growing spiritually as a result. Prayer is an essential part of 

that process. We ask that you commit to praying diligently 

over each area as we study together each weekend, and 

as you work through this guide in the days that follow.  

 

Our hope is that as you meditate on these Scriptures, seek 

God through prayer, and respond to the questions, your 

relationship with Him would grow deeper and your life would be 

impacted in ways BEYOND what you could have ever imagined. 
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BEYOND Today.

Hebrews 11:1
“Faith shows the evidence of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.”

Discussion Questions

Our legacy of faith will speak volumes of our walk with Christ. In Hebrews 11 we see faith as both a step and a product 

of: obedience, righteousness, seeking God, action (Noah), anticipation of a promise fulfilled, confidence (Abraham), 

future (Sarah), testing.

1. The phrase “it was by faith” occurs 19 times in this chapter, referring to some major moves of faith from the Old 

Testament. Looking at your life, what are some major points where you can say that “it was by faith” that you moved? 

2. What would others say “it was by faith” that you did as God was asking”?

Prayer Points

• For my confidence in God’s plan to grow as I take steps of obedience.

• That I will be inspired by the faith-filled actions of others who have gone before me, to move in obedience to  
 God’s leading in my life. 

• That I will consistently study and know God’s Word, growing and living my faith in a way that reflects complete  
 dependence upon Him.

3. What changes does God want you to make in your life so your legacy can impact future generations?
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BEYOND Tomorrow.

1 Timothy 6:6-10

“6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything 

out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall 

into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”

Discussion Questions

In 1 Timothy 6:6-10, one thing is crystal clear: you can’t take what you have with you when you die. Yet, if we’re being 

honest, it can be hard to not hold on to what we have as if we could take it into eternity. If we aren’t careful, our love for 

material and immaterial things can have a stronger hold on us than we realize. 

Take a moment to make a list of all the things it takes for you to be content (material, image-related, financial, status-

related, etc.). 

1. What would it take for you to be content and not have anything on your list?

3. 1 Timothy 6:10 says “the love of money is the root of all kinds of evils.”  What “kinds of evils” in your own life are  

 rooted in your financial stewardship? 

2. What heart changes would need to take place for you to reflect “true godliness with contentment”?
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Prayer Points

• My heart and mind to align in true godliness with contentment.

• For God to reveal areas of my life where I am holding too tightly to worldly things/concepts.

• That God would stir my heart to set aside the material and invest in the eternal.

Week 2 | STUDY GUIDE

BEYOND Tomorrow.

4. Does your life reflect contentment in Godly pursuits, or in worldly pursuits?

5. What is something in your life that you know, deep down, is keeping you from the “great gain” of true   

 contentment in Christ, and a heart that desires Godly pursuits?

6. What’s a practical step you can take this week to put your desire for Godly pursuits into action?
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BEYOND Limits.

1 Kings 18

Discussion Questions

Elijah set the stage for God doing what only He can do. With full confidence, Elijah asks God to do beyond what is 

humanly possible, because he knows that God is the God of the impossible. You probably aren’t looking for fire to 

consume an altar, but there may be something in your life that feels equally humanly impossible from where you’re 

standing. 

1. What situation or challenge is God waiting for you to approach him with, in the same confident expectation  

 that Elijah had?

2. Why is it difficult to ask God to do the impossible?

3. Which requires greater faith: stepping out to ask God for the impossible, or believing that He can do it? 

Prayer Points

• That my confidence in God would grow as I pray daily and seek Him.

• That I would release my impossible problem to God’s impossible power.

• For God to use my confidence in Him to do amazing things to build His Kingdom.
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BEYOND Us.

United Generosity (Acts 4)

Widow's Offering (Mark 12:41-44)

Feeding the 5,000 (Matthew 15:32-38)

Discussion Questions

We see throughout Scripture that God can provide much out of little or nothing. In His hands, our gifts are multiplied 

beyond measure and used for His glory. 

1. Why are we called to generosity?

2. What does it take to be “of one heart” and to consider all you own as for the common good of others and not as  

 belonging to you alone? What does this look like practically?

3. What would it look like for you to give generously of your resources (time, treasure, talents), without conditions  

 or strings attached?
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BEYOND Us.

4. How would you respond to someone who told you “The church just wants my money, and I work too hard to  

 give it away”, or someone who doesn’t believe that generosity is an important part of the believer’s walk with  

 Jesus?

5. Has embarrassment over the amount, or thinking you didn’t have “enough extra”, ever prevented you from  

 giving back to God?

6. How would your generosity mindset change if you approached giving with boldness, rather than fear?

Prayer Points

• That my generosity mindset will be directly and continually influenced by remembering the sacrificial work of Jesus 

Christ on the cross.  

• For God to show me areas of fear or pride in my generosity mindset.  

• That my generosity will tell of God’s transforming power in my heart.  
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BEYOND Me.
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BEYOND Me.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

“1 We want you to know, brothers,about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia,  2 for 

in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 

on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 

4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they 

gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.”

Discussion Questions

In this passage, Paul tackles the main obstacle to generous giving: the heart. Often our words and ideas can be generous, 

but when it comes down to following through, our heart can get in the way and keep us from responding as God is 

prompting us to. By sharing the joyful, willing attitudes of the Macedonian believers, Paul encourages us to find our 

right focus so that we are giving with a pure motive and for the glory of God.  

1. What do you think it means in verse 5, ... “they gave themselves first to the Lord”? 

3. Think of a time you experienced financial hardship. What allowed you to find joy in that time?

2. The Macedonians’ story of generosity is inspiring! Think of a time you have been inspired to give generously,  

 regardless of your financial situation. Why did you do so, and what did you take away from it?
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4. When you think of your own financial stewardship and beliefs about giving back to God, who or what has made  

 the greatest impact on your generosity? 

5. Do you agree with the statement “generosity is a reflection of the heart”? Use Scripture to support your   

 response.

Prayer Points

• That I would give myself first and fully to God, and that I will see generosity as a result.

• That my joy and excitement for giving would be contagious. 

• Thank God for how He provides!

Week 5 | STUDY GUIDE
BEYOND Me.

6. The Macedonian believers stepped out in faith and experienced BEYOND what they could have   

 imagined. What is your BEYOND prayer for yourself and for our church?
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BEYOND Everything.

2 Corinthians 9:6-11

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bounti-

fully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.  8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 

abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness 

endures forever.” 10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 

and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 

through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 

Discussion Questions

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 talks about the condition of the heart in correlation to one’s giving. 

1. How would you help someone understand the relationship between giving cheerfully and generously, and  

 trusting God‘s provision at all times?

2. When was a time that you gave, and you were blessed beyond what you gave?
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3. What does verse 11 mean when it says: “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which  

 through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”

Prayer Points

• That my giving will be cheerful and motivated by love for God and desire to glorify His name.

• For God to multiply my offerings to produce a bountiful harvest for His glory through my time, talents, and  

 resources.

• Thank God for His provision in the needs of others!

Week 6 | STUDY GUIDE

BEYOND Everything.

4. How would you describe your ideas about or strategies for giving back to God? How is your generosity   

 personally connected to your heart?
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